Bylaws of Feather River Grove, ADF 
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FEATHER RIVER GROVE, ADF

BYLAWS

Provisions of the Bylaws shall not be in conflict with the Grove Member Agreement.

Article 1: Grove Name and Mission Statement

1.1 Legal Name

The legal name of this Provisionally Chartered Grove of the national organization, Ár

nDraíocht Féin, A Druid Fellowship, Inc., (ADF), shall be Feather River Grove, ADF.

Hereafter referred to as "Grove" or "FRG".

1.2 Mission Statement

To serve the Druidic and Neopagan communities of Butte County, CA and outlying areas by providing supportive, nurturing, spiritual services; while promoting kinship, environmental stewardship, and community service.

Article 2: Non-Profit Nature of the Corporation

Feather River Grove, ADF is organized exclusively for charitable religious, educational and scientific purposes including for such purposes the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)3 of the Interval Revenue Code or a corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to, its members, directors, officers, or other private persons, except that the

Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article I of these by-laws.

No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these by-laws, this Corporation shall not, except to an insubstantial degree, engage in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in furtherance of the purposes of this Corporation.

Upon the dissolution of this Corporation, the officers shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all the liabilities of the Corporation, dispose of all the assets of the Corporation exclusively for the purposes of the Corporation in such manner, or to such organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for Neopagan religious, educational or charitable purposes as shall at that time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as revised (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law), as the officers shall determine.

Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principal office of the Corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such Neopagan organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes."

Article 3. Meetings (Regular, Special, Quorum)

3.1 Regular Meetings

Regular Meetings will be held the Sunday of the second full weekend of each month and at other times as deemed necessary. Meetings may be canceled or rescheduled by a majority vote of all Members present in a quorum at a given meeting. Time of meeting shall be from 5pm to 6pm. Meetings may be held online or in person.
3.2 Annual Meetings

In the month of August, the Annual Meeting shall be held during the Lughnasadh

Retreat, at which time new officers will be elected and a full and complete Annual

Accounting of the financial condition of the Membership shall be made to the Members.

3.3 Special Meetings

Special meetings may be called at any time by the President, hereafter referred to as the Senior Druid. Also, any Member may request a special meeting through the Senior Druid, in writing. In all cases, special meetings shall be limited to the stated purpose, which must be communicated in advance to all Members.

3.4 New Business

Each regular, special, or Annual Meeting will address specific issues previously discussed by the Members. No vote will be taken on new business brought up at a meeting for the first time, unless the meeting was convened as a Special Meeting with the express purpose of addressing that issue.

3.5 Quorum

A quorum of Members shall be defined as a simple majority of all Voting Members. A quorum will be present at any regular or special meeting in order for Membership business to be conducted. A majority vote of the Members present is needed to approve any business not otherwise specified in the Bylaws herein.

Article 4. Voting

4.1 Voting Members

For the purpose of annual elections of Officers and for the distribution, sale, gift, trade, lease, rental, or donation of any Grove property, members shall each have one vote upon being recognized as a Voting Member of FRG. Members may only vote if they are 18 years of age or older. Members shall gain an additional vote for each full, continuous year of membership in which they are 18 years of age or older. Members must maintain continuous membership to retain additional votes. Members shall each have a maximum of ten votes. Members who have lapsed for more than three months as voting members in Feather River Grove, ADF will start over at one vote upon re-establishing Voting rights.
For all regular business meetings, Voting Members will have one vote.

Any Member who fails to attend two (2) consecutive regular meetings without being excused by the Senior Druid from attending, or who fails to attend four (4) in any twelve (12) month period, may no longer be considered a voting member.

4.2 Proxies

The use of written proxies is hereby permitted for those Members unable to attend any regular, special, or Annual Meeting. A proxy vote will be counted when it pertains to a specific issue previously discussed by the Members, not to issues brought up and decided at the missed monthly meeting.

4.3 Conflicts of Interest

Any member of the Board who has a financial or personal interest in, or conflict (or appearance of conflict) with any matter pending before the Board, of such nature that it prevents or may prevent that member from acting on the matter in an impartial manner, will offer to the Board to voluntarily abstain from voting on said item.

4.3 Abstaining

Abstaining from voting is an acceptable choice. Any member may abstain from voting.

No explanation for the abstention is required.

Whenever a Member has a financial or personal interest in any matter coming before the board of directors, the affected person shall (a) fully disclose the nature of the interest and (b) withdraw from voting on the matter. Any transaction or vote involving a potential conflict of interest shall be approved only when a majority of disinterested directors determine that it is in the best interest of the corporation to do so. The minutes of meetings at which such votes are taken shall record such disclosure, abstention and rationale for approval.

Article 5. Members

5.1 Open Membership

Any adult over the age of 18 or a minor child family member over the age of 14 who has a custodial account being managed by a guardian over the age of 18 may become a member and attend FRG events, baring only registered sex offenders who have been convicted of a sex offense involving a minor from attending events in which children will participate.

5.2 Categories of Membership

Voting Member: Is a current member of Ar nDraiocht Fein (ADF), affiliated with Feather

River Grove, met the requirements for membership, paid all appropriate dues, has attended the last two (2) consecutive regular meetings unless excused by the Senior Druid from attending, has attended at least four (4) regular meetings in any twelve (12) month period unless excused by the Senior Druid from attending, and signed a statement agreeing to abide by the Grove Member Agreement, Articles of Incorporation, and Bylaws of the Membership.

Affiliate Member. Is a current member of ADF, affiliated with Feather River Grove, and signed a statement agreeing to abide by the Grove Member Agreement and Bylaws of the Membership. Affiliate members may not vote in FRG meetings but may attend FRG meetings, serve in appointed officer positions but not officer positions, and serve on committees in an advisory capacity. Affiliate Members may participate in non-public, Grove-only functions.

Friend of the Grove. Has signed a statement agreeing to abide by the Grove Member

Agreement and Bylaws of the Membership and attends events on a regular basis.

Friends of the Grove may not vote in FRG meetings but may attend FRG meetings and serve on committees in an advisory capacity. Friends of the Grove may participate in in non-public, Grove-only functions but may not hold appointed officer positions.

Article 6. Member Positions and Duties

6.1 Elected Officer Positions and Duties

Elected Officers will be known collectively as the Executive Committee (EC). Initially, on the meeting date when the Grove Member Agreement is signed, and thereafter annually at the meeting to be known as the Annual Meeting, or as needed to fill any vacancy. These officer positions include the Senior Druid, Secretary, Treasurer and Assistant Senior Druid (if desired).
Officers may be elected by a majority vote of the Members present, or by appropriate proxy, to the following positions and duties:

Senior Druid: Sets meeting dates and locations, appoints committees, presides over meetings, sees that the resolutions passed by the Membership are carried out, and develops the educational program for the Members.

Assistant Senior Druid: Takes the place of the Senior Druid when he is absent or incapacitated.

Secretary: Keeps a record of the actions authorized by the Members, and notifies members of meetings and activities.

Treasurer: Keeps a record of the Membership's receipts and disbursements and of the members’ interests in the Membership. Places the authorized Membership buy and sell orders with the Membership's broker or transfer agent, or directly through a company, and prepares the Membership's monthly Liquidation Value Statement.

6.2 Officer Qualifications

To be eligible for nomination and election to an officer position within FRG the Member must be a Voting Member in good standing with the Grove and with Ar nDraiocht Fein (ADF) and may not be a registered sex offender or have been convicted of any crime involving violence against another being.

6.3 Officer Nominations

Nominations for officer positions will take place in July of each year. If absence from the

Annual Meeting is unavoidable, appropriate proxies may be submitted before the Annual Meeting to elect Members to serve in officer positions.

Article 7. Removal of an Officer

7.1 Motions of No Confidence

If an officer of the Membership (Senior Druid, Assistant Senior Druid, Secretary, or

Treasurer) does not fulfill duties required as described in Article 6 or has violated the

Grove agreement, a motion of no confidence may be made. Motions of no confidence in any Officer may be initiated by a signed petition of at least 20% of the Voting Members and shall be forwarded to the Executive Committee.

Upon receipt of such motion the Senior Druid or the Assistant Senior Druid, if the

President is the party being considered for removal, shall call a special meeting of the Board no later than 5 business days after receipt. A vote of no confidence must be approved by at least a two-thirds vote, a quorum being present, of the Voting Members present. No member removed by a vote of no confidence may be reelected or reappointed to an officer position on the Board.

Article 8. Guests

8.1 Members may invite guests to any meeting of the Grove. Guests will not have a vote

in any Grove meeting.

Article 9. Dues

9.1 Annual Local Dues

Members will make a minimum annual dues payment of $12 at the Annual Meeting.

Members may also make optional additional contributions in any amount increment.

9.2 Grove Payment of Member Dues

The Grove may choose to hold fundraising events to pay for the local membership dues and International Dues of Voting Members.

Article 10. Accounting

10.1 Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of the corporation shall begin on the first day of November and end on the last day of October in each year.
10.2 Book of Account

The Book of Account shall be a complete set of accounts, consisting of assets, liabilities, individual Membership dues, and appropriate revenue and expense accounts. It shall use the double-entry accounting system and be maintained by the Treasurer.

10.3 Annual Accounting Report

Each calendar year, a full and complete account of the condition of the Grove shall be made to the Members. The annual accounting shall take place at the Annual Meeting for the preceding year.

10.4 Rights of Inspection

Any financial records may be reviewed by any Member of the Grove and may be reviewed semi-annually by an Audit Committee, appointed by the Membership.

10.5 Banking

The Membership may select a bank for the purpose of opening a bank account. Funds in the bank account shall be withdrawn by checks signed by any Member designated by the Membership.

Article 11. Amendments and Revisions

11.1 Amending, Repealing, and Revising Bylaws

These Bylaws may be amended or repealed at any regular meeting of the Members, a quorum being present, by a two-thirds vote of all Voting Members present, provided that notice of such proposed amendment shall have been communicated to each director in writing at least ten days before such meeting. No amendment or addition to these

Bylaws can be made which is not in harmony with the Articles of Incorporation or the Grove Membership Agreement.

